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LARGE GROUP LESSON
BOTTOM LINE:
If we let pride get the best of us, we will fall.
OBJECTIVE:
Kids will learn why we should stay humble before God.
KEY PASSAGE:
Judges 16:4-22, Samson & Delilah
INTRO
Today we’re beginning a fun new series, a safari-themed series that will take us through
the wilds of nature to learn some great lessons about ourselves and our God. Our
safari begins with one of the wildest animals of all, the king of beasts. Lions have been
a fascination throughout time. We love lions because they are fierce, dangerous, and
beautiful.
Lions, especially male lions, are unmistakable with their flowing manes that crown their
heads. But an interesting fact about lions is that the male, as fierce as he looks, does
not often do the hunting. It is the lionesses who stalk and kill most of the prey for their
families.
Does anyone know what a family group of lions is called? It’s called a pride. A pride
usually includes one alpha male who’s in charge, several lionesses, and their cubs. For
a lion, pride means family. The pride gives the lion its best chance to survive and thrive
in the wild.
Humans have pride too, but for us, pride is a very different thing. Pride can give us confidence in ourselves. Pride can make us feel good. But pride can also be dangerous.
When we let pride take over, it can cause us to lose sight of God and things that are
important.
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Today we’re going to read about a man who had a reason to be proud, but like many
who have much to brag about, he became too proud. He believed he was invincible,
and his pride led him to do something very foolish.
READ Judges 16:4-22
MAIN POINT
Samson was chosen by God to lead Israel. He was given unbelievable strength to use
as a weapon against Israel’s enemy, the Philistines. For many years, the Israelites lived
without fear of the Philistines. They had Samson to defend them, and Samson defended them with a vengeance.
The trouble was, Samson became too proud. He believed in his own strength more
than he believed in God, who gave him his strength. Samson was told from a young
age that God had commanded him to never cut his hair. Samson let Delilah do the one
thing that was forbidden, and that’s why the mighty Samson fell.
DRIVE IT HOME
Pride causes people to fall every day. An athlete’s pride causes him to get lazy, and
suddenly he goes from a star to a has been. A politician’s pride leads him to bend the
rules. Next thing you know, he’s out of office. A business man might let pride lead him to
break the law and he goes to jail.
Pride can hurt us as kids as well. Pride can keep you from studying for a test - and so
you fail it. Pride can keep you from practicing and in turn keep you from excelling in
your favorite sports and other activities. Pride can make us lose sight of what God has
done for us. Pride can cause us to fall.
If we don’t want to fall victim to our pride, we need to begin by remembering who made
us. God gave us our gifts, just as he gave Samson his strength. Every good thing that
we have comes not from our own goodness, but from God. We came into this world
with nothing, and we will leave with nothing. Anything we enjoy in the meantime comes
from God.
Second, we need to thank God for all he’s given us. We need to give him the glory for
our successes and triumphs. Do not take credit for the things God has done for you. Be
thankful, and let others know that it was God who gave the blessings.
Pride keeps lions safe. It keeps them alive. But pride can be dangerous if you let it rule
your life. Remember who made you. Remember where your blessings come from, and
give all the glory to God. Be humble; don’t let pride make you stumble.
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CLOSE WITH A SIMPLE PRAYER
Dear God,
Forgive us for our pride and thinking we can make it on our own. Teach us to be humble
and always submit to you.
In Jesus’ name,
Amen

ANIMAL SAFARI: LION

