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LARGE GROUP LESSON
BOTTOM LINE:
Be truthful, and do not lie.
OBJECTIVE:
Kids will learn the importance of always telling the truth.
KEY PASSAGE:
Acts 5:1-11, Ananias and Sapphira
INTRO
Is there any animal more entertaining in the zoo than the monkeys? You could make
a case for the penguins, or the polar bears on a good day, but most of the time it’s the
monkeys who always put on a good show. Of all the animals, monkeys are the most
like us, which means we relate to them more. We see a more human side to them, and
we enjoy watching how playful they can be.
Monkeys are curious, energetic, and a little reckless at times. They play with toys, they
play with each other, they swing through their play areas, and yes, they occasionally
throw a little poo, something that is gross and funny at the same time.
Monkeys are fun at the zoo, but in parts of the world where monkeys run wild, they can
be a real pest. In certain parts of India, monkeys let themselves into people’s houses
uninvited all the time. Imagine coming home and finding a couple monkeys have not
only gotten into your bedroom but trashed the place. Better hope Mom sees those monkeys before they run, or you could be in big trouble!
Sometimes it’s fun to play like a monkey ourselves, to get a little crazy and silly. But
there are certain things that we should not monkey with. For example, you wouldn’t
want to monkey around with electricity or knives or other dangerous items. Thinking a
little more broadly, you also should never monkey around with something like the truth.
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God taught us in the Ten Commandments that he values the truth. The words “You shall
not lie” make it very clear that God has a zero tolerance policy for bending the truth.
Two members of the early church learned just how serious God was about being honest in today’s story.
READ Acts 5:1-11
MAIN POINT
Ananias and Sapphira did something positive. They sold a field and they gave some
money to the church. The problem wasn’t that they kept some of the money for themselves, but that they lied about it. They lied to the apostles, and in doing so, they lied
to God. Ananias died as a result of his lie, and then when his wife repeated the lie, she
died as well.
It’s a good thing that the punishment for lies isn’t instant death. If it was, none of us
would ever make it out of diapers! The story of Ananias and Sapphira serves as a
reminder that God’s laws about lies still stand. God wants us to be honest, and if we
choose to monkey with the truth, we will face the consequences.
DRIVE IT HOME
Ananias told a lie to make himself look better. He wanted people to think he was more
generous than he actually was. Many people lie for the same reason Ananias did, to
make themselves look smarter, greater, or cooler than they are.
Other times we tell lies because we want to avoid trouble. We lie about things we’ve
done, on purpose or accident, for fear of being punished if the truth comes out.
Whatever the reason you may have for lying, it’s not good enough. God doesn’t want us
to lie. He wants us to be different from a world that lies to get ahead and get out of trouble. By telling the truth we show that we are different. We show that we are people who
can be trusted. People will know we can always be believed, and they will never doubt
our word if we refuse to monkey with the truth.
Telling the truth can get you in trouble, especially if you’re confessing to something
unpleasant, but how many of you have been caught in a lie like that? When you do
something wrong and lie about it, you get in much bigger trouble than if you’d just told
the truth in the first place.
God doesn’t mind when we act like monkeys. He loves when kids are kids and we get a
little silly. But whether you are young or old, it’s never okay to monkey around with the
truth. Be honest – even when it costs you – so that God and men will know you as a
person who can be trusted.
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CLOSE WITH A SIMPLE PRAYER
Dear God,
Forgive us for the times we stretch the truth. Teach us to always be honest.
In Jesus’ name,
Amen
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