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LARGE GROUP LESSON
BOTTOM LINE:
With God by our side, no one can defeat us.
OBJECTIVE:
Kids will learn why they need God in their lives.
KEY PASSAGE:
Judges 7:1-22, Gideon Defeats the Midianites
INTRO
If I asked you what the most land dangerous animal in the world was, what would you
say?
The usual suspects when it comes to deadly animals are obvious. Tigers are powerful killers. So are lions, cheetahs, jaguars, and all the big cats. You might have also
guessed bears, wolves, and even the nasty honey badger.
But you would be wrong! The most deadly animal to humans in all the world isn’t even
a carnivore. It’s the hippopotamus. Surprised? The hippo has a nasty reputation for aggression. Hippos are very territorial, and if you stray too close to a hippo’s turf, you will
be in for a world of trouble.
Hippos combine their nasty disposition with a large, powerful body. They can
capsize boats and do all sorts of bodily harm to those who get too close. Hippos are
always looking for a fight, and woe to the person who ends up in the wrong place
when they do!
People are a lot like hippos. We tend to let our emotions get the best of us at times. We
react to people who hurt us with anger, and we say and do things we do not mean. This
is not how God wants us to live or to fight our battles. He has a better way, a way that
one of the Old Testament heroes Gideon knew first hand.

ANIMAL SAFARI: HIPPOPOTAMUS
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READ Judges 7:1-22
MAIN POINT
Gideon is one of many heroes God called to save Israel. Usually, the hero goes out,
raises an army, and runs headlong into battle. But not Gideon. God had a different plan
in mind. He first had Gideon do the craziest thing any general has ever done - he sent
men home! Gideon ended up with only 300 men under his command.
But you know something? Having such a small force made it easier for Gideon to trust
God and follow his directions. Smashing jars, blasting trumpets, waving torches and
screaming doesn’t sound like intelligent battle strategy, but with only 300 men on his
side against an army of thousands. Gideon was in no position to argue. Gideon was
faithful, and followed God’s lead. That is why Gideon was able to defeat Midian.
DRIVE IT HOME
If God is by our side, no one can defeat us. The challenge is to not run off without God
to fight our battles. When someone attacks your faith, when someone bullies you, when
someone pushes you down, the last thing you want to do in that moment is be patient.
You want to lash out, to strike back, and get even.
Gideon’s story shows us there is a better way. That way requires us to take a step back
and let God take the lead. We need to remember that God is not only our maker, but
powerful enough to defeat any foe. God even conquered death when his son Jesus
went to the cross and died for our sins.
God’s ways are not like our ways, as we saw in the story of Jericho a few weeks ago.
God told Gideon to send all but 300 men home. God may ask you to do something crazy - like turning the other cheek or answering hatred with love. Whatever he says, do it.
Obey him, and God will use that crazy act to give you victory.
Don’t be reckless and rush into battle alone. Check your anger. Check your emotions.
Listen to God’s direction and follow him. If God is with you, no enemy can defeat you.
Be sure when you face that enemy, you are not standing alone.
CLOSE WITH A SIMPLE PRAYER
Dear God,
Thank you for being by our side when trouble comes our way. Thank you for giving us
victory!
In Jesus’ name,
Amen
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