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LARGE GROUP LESSON
BOTTOM LINE:
Jesus makes us new.
OBJECTIVE:
Kids will learn that only Jesus can change their lives.
KEY PASSAGE:
Luke 19:1-10, Zacchaeus the Tax Collector
INTRO
One of the most beloved animals in all the world is the tiger. Tigers are a huge attraction at zoos, and they always draw a crowd. They are the largest cats in the world. They
are fast, powerful, and deadly.
Tigers are also distinct from all the other big cats thanks to their beautiful stripes. You
might mistake a leopard for a cheetah or a panther for a cougar, but you would never,
ever mistake a tiger for anything else. That orange and black striped pattern is beautiful, and while it helps them blend into their surroundings in the wild, it sets them apart at
the zoo.
You can’t think of tigers without thinking of stripes. They are inseparable, and unchanging. And as an old fable once taught us, a tiger cannot change its stripes.
That’s not true about people, and that’s a very good thing. People need a little change.
The Bible tells us that we are born sinners – selfish and separated from God. We are
people who only think of ourselves and find it hard to care about God or others.
Thankfully, we have a God who can and will change all that if we let him. God sent his
son Jesus to die for our sins, giving him the power to forgive sin AND change our lives.
If that sounds too good to be true, wait until you hear today’s story.
READ Luke 19:1-10
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MAIN POINT
If you’ve heard the old song about Zacchaeus, you know he was a wee little man who
had to climb a tree to see Jesus. But that’s not the reason people were shocked that
Jesus wanted to go to his house. Zacchaeus was a crooked man, a dishonest man who
robbed from his own neighbors. He was a tax collector, and like most tax collectors, he
used his job to take money from other people and make himself rich. He was selfish.
He was greedy. He had very few friends.
So why did Jesus ask to go to his house? Because Jesus loved Zacchaeus, and he
wanted to change his stripes. Jesus had the power to turn the greedy, selfish man into
a God-loving, people-loving person. By the time the day was done, the change had
already begun. Zacchaeus agreed to give back all that he stole and pay people back
extra for the wrong he had done.
A tiger cannot change his stripes, but Jesus can make us something new and lovely!
DRIVE IT HOME
The story of Zacchaeus is good news, isn’t it? It means that no one is beyond God’s
help. If we believe in Jesus, he will change our lives. He will make us new. He can help
us change from being sinful people to people who love and care for others.
Zacchaeus also reminds us that those mean, rotten people who live on our streets, go
to our schools, and make our day miserable can also be changed. That’s right! In God’s
eyes, there is no one who is unchangeable. Anyone who believes in Jesus can be
made new!
God wants us to accept Jesus as our Savior. God wants to make something new in our
lives so that the world can know Jesus loves them. God can use our new lives to show
people that Jesus loves them.
Showing the world Jesus loves them means seeing the world the way Jesus saw Zacchaeus. We need to pray for our friends, for our families, and even our enemies. We
need to stop seeing kids as “kids to avoid” or “kids who are jerks” and see them as “kids
Jesus loves.”
Maybe God will use you to change a heart as he did Zacchaeus. Maybe he will just use
you to plant the seeds. It all begins with God changing you to become a person who
loves God and loves others.
Tigers can’t change their stripes, but with God’s help, we can change our hearts. Let’s
ask God to transform us all into something new so that through us, he can make the
whole world new!
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CLOSE WITH A SIMPLE PRAYER
Dear God,
Change our hearts, and make us brand new so that we can change our world!
In Jesus’ name,
Amen
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