ANIMALI 
SAFAR

nture
e
v
d
A
d
il
W
a
Take
ible
Through the B

LARGE GROUP LESSON
BOTTOM LINE:
No matter what we’ve done, we don’t have to run from God.
OBJECTIVE:
Kids will learn they can always turn to God.
KEY PASSAGE:
Jonah 1, Jonah Runs From God
INTRO
We’ve reached the end of our safari today, and we’re going to finish out with the fastest animal on land. The cheetah can easily reach speeds of 60 mile an hour over short
distances. That’s over the speed limit on most roads and even some highways. But it’s
not just the pure speed that sets the cheetah apart from other animals. Cheetahs accelerate fast. Acceleration is a measure of just how fast an animal can reach top speed.
The cheetah can accelerate to 60 miles an hour in less than three seconds. That’s half
a second faster than a Corvette!
Cheetahs are well-suited for catching prey thanks to their quick acceleration and unbelievable speed, but the cheetah can also use that speed to get out of trouble. If a cheetah ends up in a danger zone, surrounded by hostile neighbors like baboons or lions,
the cheetah will use its speed to get out of harm’s way.
There are times we all need to run. When we’re walking through the parking lot and it
starts to rain, we run for shelter. When we get spooked in a haunted house, we’ll run.
When we sense danger nearby in any circumstance, we run. We run to protect ourselves and get out of danger.
There’s one thing - or rather, one person - we should never run from. That’s God. I
know that may sound crazy to some of you, but people try to run from God all the time.
They run because they’re ashamed. They run because they’re afraid. But no matter
why they run, there’s no place they can run to get away from God.
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That’s exactly what Jonah discovered when he tried to run from the Lord.
READ Jonah 1
MAIN POINT
Jonah ran away from God twice in this story. The first time Jonah ran was because he
was afraid. He didn’t want to go to Nineveh, a city that hated Israel and hated God. He
didn’t want to do what God asked, and he really didn’t care what happened to the people of Nineveh. So Jonah ran, thinking he could escape God and his plans.
God sent a storm to stop Jonah in his tracks. That’s when Jonah ran a second time. Instead of running with his feet, he tried to escape God by diving into the sea. Even then,
he couldn’t escape God. God sent a fish to swallow Jonah and keep him safe.
There is no place we can run from God, and there is no reason to run. God is always
there, and no matter what we’ve done, he still loves us.
DRIVE IT HOME
Where can we go to escape from God? Can you escape him by going to a different
country? Can you escape him by running into the woods? How about shipping off to
sea? Or what about blasting off into outer space?
There is nowhere, absolutely nowhere you can go that you can escape God’s watchful
eye. The Bible says his eye is on the sparrow. If God watches the birds that closely,
how closely do you think he watches you and me?
There’s also nothing we can do to make God stop loving us. God loved Jonah, and
even though Jonah ran and jumped on a ship, he refused to give up on Jonah. God
didn’t send a storm to kill Jonah. He sent the storm to show Jonah he was still by his
side.
Then God did something truly amazing. He sent a giant fish to rescue the rebellious
prophet. Jonah wanted nothing more than to die. He knew he deserved it. And yet God
saved his life so he could forgive Jonah and give him a second chance.
There’s no place we can run from God. He is always with us. That’s not a scary thing,
because the God who always knows where we are always loves us. No matter what
you’ve done, no matter what you do, God will always love you and always welcome you
back.
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CLOSE WITH A SIMPLE PRAYER
Dear God,
Thank you for your amazing love. May we always run to you, not from you, when we
are in need.
In Jesus’ name,
Amen
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