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LARGE GROUP LESSON
BOTTOM LINE:
When God forgives us, he remembers our sins no more.
OBJECTIVE:
Kids will learn that God forgives our sins and washes them away forever.
KEY PASSAGE:
John 8:1-11, Jesus Forgives a Sinful Woman
INTRO
What’s the largest animal walking the face of the Earth today?
If you know your animals – or if you know today’s theme and just put two and two
together – you know it’s the elephant. Elephant are the biggest creatures living on land
today. They are powerful animals with great strength. They are unique creatures who
use their trunks for everything from feeding to cleaning to clearing obstacles out of their
path.
Elephants are social creatures who live and travel in groups. They work together to
care for their young, to find food, and to stay on guard from predators. They are very
smart animals. As a matter of fact, elephants have a reputation for good memory. As
the old saying goes: an elephant never forgets.
In many ways, having a memory like an elephant would be a blessing. You’d never forget to study for a test. Then again, you’d probably never need to study because you’d
never forget anything you heard or read in class.
But who here today doesn’t have some things they’d rather forget? Who doesn’t have
embarrassing moments they want to erase? Who hasn’t made poor decisions and or
had selfish moments they wish they could leave in the past?
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We’re not blessed with a perfect memory, but we’re not able to control what we do and
do not remember either. But today, we’re going to discover that God has a very unique
ability when it comes to memory.
READ John 8:1-11
MAIN POINT
The woman brought before Jesus was a sinful person, a person who had made many
mistakes in her life. But when Jesus was asked to condemn her sins, he wrote in the
dirt. Some people say that he wrote the sins of the men and women in the crowd, the
things her accusers had done. If that’s true, we can certainly understand why they
dropped their stones and walked away.
But what happened next? Jesus forgave the woman. Not only did he forgive, he forgot.
Scripture tells us that as far as the east is from the west, that is how far he removes our
sins from memory. If you travel north, you will eventually reach the North Pole and start
going south, but if you travel east, you will never ever end up going west. When God
forgives he forgets. He forgets forever.
DRIVE IT HOME
It would be nice if we would never ever sin or make a foolish choice again. As long as
we live here on Earth, we are vulnerable. We will continue to make mistakes. Thank
God that those mistakes do not have to be held against us. If we believe in Jesus, he
will erase them.
Being forgiven by God means we can forgive ourselves. We can let go of our mistakes,
knowing that God has forgiven us, and we can commit ourselves to doing better. We
do not need to beat ourselves over the back to punish ourselves for what we did. Jesus
has already taken our punishment upon himself.
Being forgiven also means that God does not see us as sinners. He sees us as his children, bought with the blood of Jesus. He sees potential in our lives to do great things.
God wants to use us to share the gospel with others. He wants to use us to teach other
people that he can forgive and forget their sins. God wants his people to be people he
can use to bring forgiveness to the whole world.
We are all imperfect. We all mess up. But just because we mess up doesn’t mean we
have to give up. Ask Jesus to come into your heart. Ask him to forgive your sins. Jesus
will forgive and forget, and he will give you a new life so you can share his forgiveness
with others.
As far as the east is from the west, so far will God remove your sins. If Jesus is calling
you to believe him, don’t put it off. Accept him today, and he will forgive you sins!
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CLOSE WITH A SIMPLE PRAYER
Dear God,
Thank you for sending Jesus to die for us. Thank you for promising to forgive us our sins and
wipe our slate clean if we put our faith in you.
In Jesus’ name,
Amen
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